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                                        "Dedication Makes the Difference" 
 

"LEON’S BROADCAST" 
 
 

THE 

BIG TOP 
IS DOWN 

 
 Yes, the Big Top is down for 

another year. Here's hoping all you 

conference attendees enjoyed all the 

rings ... and ... from the evaluation 

sheets, collected following each of the 

acts, it shows that you did ... not only did 

you enjoy the professional presentations 

... you were able to take home some 

'food for thought' from the handouts. 

Therefore ... give yourselves a mighty 

round of applause for appreciating what 

the lion and tiger tamers ... along with 

aerialists and other personnel, including 

clowns, generated in each of the three 

rings for each of the conference days. 

Be sure to tell other volunteers what 

they missed ... and remind them they'll 

have to wait almost another year before 

the ringmaster puts the Big Top back up 

for another conference. 

 Just a reminder ... if you're 

reading a hard copy of the Newsletter ... 

try going 'online' to read the same thing 

... you'll save the trees ... and money for 

postage. 

 It is with regret that we accepted 

the resignation of Brenda Berry as 

President-Elect due to an unfortunate 

accident.  Please welcome to the ever 

growing board of VAVF a new President-

Elect ... Audrey Shafer, of  

(Continued on page 3.) 
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Memorial Scholarship Contributors: 
 
General Contributions: 
Lois Arntzen, Juno Beach 
Donald Baldwin, Tucker, GA 
Joan Black, Orlando 
Braille Association of Mid-Florida, Orlando 
Doris Clauss, Jacksonville 
Becky Canonico, Orlando 
Suzanne Dalton, Tampa 
Mariam Dusenberry, Jacksonville 
Pat Gray, Jacksonville 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hollingsworth, St. 
Augustine 
Mary MacRae, Jacksonville 
Norma Marcum, Sarasota 
JP Miller, Winter Garden 
Dorothy Mullen, East Greenwich, RI 
Gladys Odette, Boca Raton 
Donna Ross, Valrico 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Shafer, St. Petersburg 
Mariann Witengier, Orlando 
  
In Memory of  Keaton: 
Arlene Jensen, Orlando 
Dr. & Mrs. Linn Wagner, St. Petersburg 

 

 

Important Information 
 
Charitable provisions can be made in 
your estate plans to endow gifts to 
non-profit organizations such as 
VAVF.  This can be done without 
affecting the family's financial 
security.  Charitable bequests also 
provide significant tax benefits as 
well.  Advice should be sought from 
legal counsel if you are considering 
this kind of contribution or gift. 
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(Continued from page 1.) 
St. Petersburg and the Pinellas Braille 

Group ... she's been a valued member of 

the Board of Directors and will accept 

the position of President next year.  

 If any of you have thoughts or 

ideas about material that you feel should 

be presented at our next conference 

please contact either Lynnette Taylor or 

Mariann Witengier. They've graciously 

said they'll combine all of our whacky 

notions into a coherent form. 
 

The ringmaster thanks you ... one and all 

... you're the greatest volunteers in the 

world ... keep waving. 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 THANKS, AUDREY! 
TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF. 

 
 I am originally from Milwaukee, WI, 
but my husband, our 4 children, and I  
moved to St. Petersburg,  when  General 
Electric moved an engineering department 
to the Largo, Florida, plant in 1966. 

 I taught elementary school until our 
children came along, and then put that on 
hold for a few years.  I soon began 
teaching kindergarten in St. Petersburg, 
until I got my Master’s Degree as a reading 
specialist.   
 After teaching reading in a middle 
school, I got my dream job, and began 
teaching remedial reading to adults in a 
vocational school.  I did that until I retired 
18 years later.  It was my favorite job, 
because it was always so exciting to help 
someone learn to read, or to read better 
than they thought they could.   I also did 
some volunteer tutoring before and after 
retirement (occasionally for some of our 8 
grandchildren).  There again, it was seeing 
someone get turned on to reading, and to 
begin to read for pleasure, instead of 
struggling and becoming frustrated, that 
gave me such satisfaction.  I had always 
loved reading, which is why I loved 
teaching it.  
 I think it was that love of reading 
that caused me to respond to an ad for a 
class on learning to transcribe Braille.  As 
we all know, it wasn’t easy to learn, but it 
certainly has turned out to be just as 
fulfilling as my teaching had been.  I am 
able to help someone who is visually 
impaired to be able to read!  I have been 
doing it for about 5 years now, and my 
husband Gene has joined me.  He has 
become my scanner and a member of 
VAVF also.  His help has been invaluable. 
  And now, it is time to help those 
who help the visually impaired.  I have felt 
the warmth, friendliness and welcoming 
attitude of both our local Pinellas Braille 
Group and the VAVF since the very 
beginning.  The dedication, commitment 
and intelligence of the folks involved have 
always impressed me.  I hope to be able to 
fulfill my responsibility to all these fine 
people, and I know that with all the help 
that has been offered, it will be a pleasure, 
as well as an honor, to serve this group.   

    

V A V 

F 

 
APOLOGY 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 
 There was no Spring 2010 
edition of the VAVF Newsletter due 
to multiple equipment failures, 
lateness of the Winter 2009 edition, 
family illness, birth of our first 
grandbaby, christening, conference 
preparations, stupidity, and memory 
loss of the Editor.  I'm sorry.  Susie 
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CONGRATULATIONS, 
VAVF SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS! 

By PEG ROGASKI 
 
 One of the greatest things that 
VAVF does is to award scholarships to 
graduating high school seniors each year.  
These scholarships are for students who 
are legally blind and residents of the state 
of Florida. The student must complete an 
application and provide written proof of 
visual impairment from either their doctor 
or the Division of Blind Services. 
 The Scholarship Committee met on 
April 22, 2010.  Committee members are 
Susie Coleman, Lynnette Taylor, Elaine 
Calvin, Thelma Lebowitz and Peg Rogaski,  
Chairman.  We reviewed 13 new 
applications and 3 applications for renewal 
of scholarships awarded last year.   
Keeping in mind that $10,000.00 was 
approved by the board at the last Planning 
Meeting for this year’s scholarships, we 
made the following recommendations: 
 
New Applicants: 
$2,000.00   Carolyn Pao, Cooper City High 

School, Broward County  
$2,000.00 Jeremy Barton, Northside 

Christian School, St. Petersburg 
$2,000.00  Lauren Horne, Braden River 

High School, Bradenton 
$2,000.00 Anthony (Nick) Deglomine, 

Florida School for the Deaf and Blind, 
St. Augustine 

 
 Renewals: 

$1,000.00   Michelle Lamm, School of 
Piano Technology for the Blind in 
Vancouver, Washington 

$1,000.00   Oscar Guzman, Valencia 
Community College, Orlando 

 
We are happy to report that the Board 
accepted our recommendations, and these 
students will be receiving scholarships in 
the amounts we requested. 

    
 

 

 

SORRY YOU MISSED IT! 
By PEG ROGASKI 

 
 If you missed the VAVF Conference 
held May 3-5 in Orlando, you missed a lot!  
71 people were registered for the 
conference, many of them attending for the 
first time.  We offered something for 
everyone.  
 Angela Brewer, Braille Coordinator 
for the Alternative Media Access Center, 
University of Georgia, held sessions on 
handling Nemeth in math textbooks of all 
grade levels. Joyce Hull covered Computer 
Braille Code, the Nemeth Uniform Braille 
System (NUBS) and how to handle 
Nemeth when it’s found in textbooks other 
than math and science. 
 We had a large group of student 
transcribers ready to tackle their 
manuscripts after attending sessions 
tailored just for them. Sessions included a 
Proofreading Challenge by Peg Rogaski, 
followed by Literary Challenge: The Game 
Show by Mary Klein, and then a panel 
discussion on the Manuscript led by Chuck 
Lueck, Kathleen McCallum, Blanche Waller 
and Lynnette Taylor. 
 Braille2000 was the topic of several 
workshops presented by Dr. Robert Stepp 
and Meg Wagner.  They covered 
everything from the basics for the beginner 
to the new Version 2.   
 Susie Coleman shared her 
experiences of organizing all the graphics 
her group produces, making it possible to 
find just the right one when it’s needed.  
Susie also presented the opportunity to 
see how the ViewPlus Tiger Embosser 
worked and gave hints on how to best use 
it.  
 Ruth Jean Ostle responded to 
requests from last year and presented a 
session on foil graphics, as well as one on 
graphic analysis to find the method that 
would work best for each illustration. There 
was a panel discussion on how to describe 
illustrations that cannot be presented as a 
graphic.   
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 A workshop on scanning by Janet 
Nullet provided guidance for all versions of 
the Omni program.  
 Lynnette Taylor presented several 
workshops on formatting—covering it all 
from the manuscript and basic textbook to 
the Formats Challenge.  
 We had the pleasure of having 
David Brunick, a professor at Valencia 
Community College, present workshops on 
Microsoft Office 2007, emphasizing Word 
and Excel.  
 Mariann Witengier brought  students 
of various grade levels to a Meet Your 
Reader session which was beneficial to all 
who attended.  Mariann also presented the 
teacher’s view in a workshop with Florence 
Mathiesen on Classroom Worksheets and 
Tests.   
 Florence also gave a session on the 
new Foreign Language Rules which will be 
adopted soon.  
  Pat Gray explained how the 
Jacksonville group sets up mentors to 
guide students as they complete the Braille 
class and move on to obtain certification.  
People got to share ideas about what 
worked for their groups and how to solve 
common problems. 
 That’s a lot to fit in to just 2-1/2 
days!  We also had our luncheon and 
annual meeting the first day of the 
conference.  It gave us a chance to catch 
up with friends from around the state and 
get to know some people who were there 
for the first time. Leon welcomed everyone 
and led the business meeting, during which 
the scholarship winners were announced.  
 Doug Hall shared memories of his 
guide dog, Keaton. Those of us who have 
been at previous conferences, remember 
Keaton. During a workshop, Keaton would 
curl up under the table and you’d forget he 
was in the room. But he sprang to life when 
Doug was ready to move.  The two of them 
just about jogged down the hallways. 
Unfortunately, time ran out before Doug 
could finish his talk, but he promised to 
write an article for the newsletter so we can 
all learn more about their special bond. 

If you were at the conference, thanks 
for your support.  We all hope you went 
home feeling like you learned something 
and that your time was well spent.  If you 
didn’t make it this year, then we hope you 
will make a real effort to attend next year.  
Don’t forget to let any of the Board 
members know if you have any ideas for 
workshops, presenters, or ways we can 
make the conference better than ever. 

    
 

 
 

ANNETTE LUCIA LAMAS 
2010 NATIONAL BRAILLE CHALLENGE 

FINALIST 

 

 Annette Lucia Lamas was born on 
July 13, 2002 and upon birth was 
diagnosed with bilateral, congenital 
glaucoma.  Although she underwent 
several surgeries, her vision loss is so 
considerate and severe,  she is considered 
functionally blind.  "Annie", as family and 
friends call her, started studying braille at 
age 3, which combined with her inquisitive 
and demanding personality, ignited in her a 
desire to learn and always ask many, many 
questions. Annie has grown to be a very 
independent and loving little girl and has 
always loved trying new things.  She 
enjoys playing on the computer, learning 
new technology, the beach and playing her 
violin.   Her favorite school subject is math 
and although she’s currently attending 
second grade, she is in the high achievers 
math program and is working on third 
grade material.  She absolutely loves 
shopping for body lotions and perfumes.  
She is very open, conscious and mature 
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about her current visual condition and does 
not mind talking about it to friends or others 
interested in listening to her.   Furthermore, 
she practices her braille reading skills for 
30 minutes and plays her violin for another 
30 minutes each day.    
 The 2010 South Florida Braille 
Challenge is the second time this Broward 
County student competed in the 
competition.  In a recent interview, she 
announced that the Braille Challenge ―is 
the most exciting day of my life!"  Annie's 
TVI is Eddie Ryan, a graduate of Florida 
State University’s Program in Visual 
Impairment.  Just by talking to Eddie or 
watching her with her students, it is 
obvious she is passionate about teaching 
children who are blind or visually impaired.   
Eddie works collaboratively with Annie's 
school to provide numerous opportunities 
for Annie to be immersed in braille 
throughout the school day and Annie's 
parents continue the support and 
opportunities for learning at home.  
Broward County’s Ms. Valerie Scott, 
Assistant Principal for ESE Itinerant 
Services Program for Visually Impaired is 
one of the biggest supporters of the South 
Florida Braille Challenge.  Her team of 
dedicated TVIs and program staff work 
tirelessly to ensure all students competing 
in the regional Challenge have a positive 
experience. 
 Annie will be among the top 60 
finalists from the United States in Canada 
in the 2010 National Braille Challenge in 
Los Angeles, CA, on June 26.  Nearly 800 
students competed in preliminary Braille 
Challenge competitions around the country 
and Canada, but only the top 12 from each 
of 5 divisions moves on to the finals.  Annie 
is in the Apprentice level.  Good luck 
Annie!! 

    
 

 
 
 
 

WINDOWS 7 AND BRAILLE2000 
SPEEDBRAILLE KEYS 

By MEG WAGNER 
 
 Recently, a brand new Dell Studio 
17 laptop computer arrived at our house.  
Upon opening the lid, the first thing that 
was obviously different was the keyboard.  
There was no Pause or Break key.  For 
someone who likes to make SpeedBraille 
keys, this seemed like a very serious 
omission.   
 A quick phone call to Dell’s technical 
support group resulted in a conversation 
with a very polite young man, who 
explained that all new keyboards would be 
like this, since (a.) those keys were no 
longer being used [braille transcribers use 
them!], (b.) it was an effort to make the 
keyboard smaller [keyboard would be the 
same size, since Pause and Break are 
usually on the same keys with other 
functions, which are still there], or (c.) 
computer users didn’t like to have so many 
different functions on all the keys [says 
whom?]. 
 Upon being told why the 
Pause/Break key was important and how it 
was used, and that the laptop would be 
returned to Dell forthwith since it wasn’t 
usable for my purposes, the tech 
investigated and suggested trying these 
keys in lieu of a Pause or Break key:   
 
Ctrl+NumLk – this works just like 

Pause/Break on the Dell Studio 17, and 
turned out to be a good solution for this 
laptop 

Ctrl+C – this doesn’t work on this laptop, 
but might work on others 

Ctrl+F11 (If your computer has the F keys 
set so that they work with the Fn key 
held down, you would use 
Ctrl+Fn+F11.)  – this doesn’t work on 
this laptop, but might work on others 

  
 The tech did caution that these keys 
should pressed and held down in the order 
given and released in the reverse order – 
e.g. hold down the Ctrl key before pressing 
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NumLk, then release NumLk before 
releasing Ctrl. 
 One transcriber solved the problem 
by plugging another keyboard – one that 
did have Pause/Break keys – into her 
laptop.  That’s another solution. 
 Other interesting problems with the 
Dell Studio 17 and Windows7 occurred 
when attempts were made to stop 
recording SpeedBraille keys by clicking on 
the red ―Recording‖ that flashes in the 
Control Panel while SpeedBraille key 
presses are being recorded.  This would 
work for one SB key. If a second SB key 
was made and this method of stopping the 
recording was used, the whole system 
froze, and the computer had to be turned 
off using the power button. 
 Also, in the windows that said to 
―Press Enter or click on Next‖ to get to the 
next step in making a SB key, pressing 
Enter froze the system, and once again the 
computer had to be turned off using the 
power button. 
 Various means were tried to 
overcome these problems.   
 Dr. Stepp recommended turning off 
any software that monitors keystroke data 
or any programs that respond to "hot keys" 
in a special way.  This was easier said than 
done.  It seems that many programs that 
had easy instructions for turning them off 
or ―disabling‖ them in other versions of 
Windows, have no such instructions in 
Windows7.  It is possible to disable them, 
but the aid of a computer tech is highly 
recommended if you are going to attempt 
this. 
 In the case of the Studio17, after 
disabling first one program and then 
another, the final step was to disable the 
anti-virus McAfee.  With McAfee turned off, 
Braille2000 worked without a hitch, even if 
―Recording‖ was clicked to stop the 
recording of keys for a SB key, and even if 
Enter was used to go to the next step 
instead of clicking on Next.   
  Since it is not advisable to work 
without virus protection, using Ctrl+NumLk 

and clicking on Next and keeping McAfee 
on seems to be the solution for the 
moment.  (Multiple ways of accomplishing 
a task is only one of the numerous nifty 
things about Braille2000.)  Eventually, 
McAfee may be replaced with a more 
compatible anti-virus, or the feature of 
McAfee that is causing the problem may be 
discovered and disabled without turning 
the whole thing off.  There were no 
problems with McAfee and Braille2000 in 
WindowsXP, so hopefully, there will be 
some expendable feature that can be 
disabled in the Windows7 version of 
McAfee to completely solve the problem.  
 One other interesting thing about 
the new keyboard: Even though the keys 
on the keypad are not labeled for dual use, 
there is still a NumLk key, and when it is 
on, the number keys still have the same 
dual functions as on my older laptop: 1 is 
End, 7 is Home, 4 is left arrow, 6 is right 
arrow, 3 is PgDn, 9 is PgUp, 2 is Enter, 8 is 
Backspace. 
 After a very frustrating start, this 
laptop and I have finally settled into a 
working relationship of some sort, even if I 
don’t completely trust it yet. 

    
 

WHO WANTS WHAT? 
 
 VAVF members who have anything 
they want to buy, sell, give away, etc., 
should  send the information to Susie 
Coleman, 1826 Bartram Circle, West, 
Jacksonville, FL 32207-2294, e-mail: 
susierc1950@att.net.  Please provide 
complete contact info (your name, phone 
number, and/or e-mail, etc.) and a concise 
description of the item(s).  Inappropriate 
items will not be included.  The items will 
only be advertized in one VAVF 
Newsletter. 
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ALICE MARGARET CHILDERS 
1914-2009 

 
"THE BRAILLIST WHO WAS A SPY" 

 
 
 Alice Childers passed away on Oct. 26, 2009, at St. Mark's Village Palm Harbor, of 
COPD and congestive heart disease.  She was born on Nov. 27, 1914, in Columbus, OH, the 
first of 4 daughters of Michael D. Hohenstine and Margaret E. Vause.  She spent most of her 
adult life in northern Virginia and moved to the Tarpon Springs/Palm Harbor area in 1983.  
She was a gifted person in the arts, having mastered and played concert piano, Spanish 8 
string guitar, and the clavichord in addition to a number of ancient European instruments.  
She also was a master weaver having completed a number of large tapestries in addition to a 
number of smaller works.  She could read, write, and translate numerous languages including 
but not limited to Russian, French, German, Latin, Arabic, Spanish, and at least one African 
dialect.  Upon her retirement in 1972, she learned Braille and did extensive transscription of 
many books and articles into publishable Braille format for the blind via her foreign language 
skills.  She was a collector of fine art, music and recently ancient and modern coins.  She 
was extremely well read in the fine arts, literature and politics.  She recently contributed 
hundreds of books, tapes and weave tapestries to the Palm Harbor Library and/or the 
Dunedin Fine Art Center. 
 She received degrees in Fine Arts and Education from Ohio State University.  She 
joined the World War II effort in Washington, D.C. with the U.S. Army G-2 Intelligence, which 
was the forerunner of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).  While on weekend duty she was 
the first to intercept the surrender of the Japanese.  She went on to work for 27 years for the 
CIA specializing in collecting intelligence, preparing reports, and data analysis on the Middle 
East, China, and Russia.  At her death she was affiliated with the Central Intelligence 
Retirees Association, National Braille Association, Pinellas Braille Group, and the Visual Aid 
Volunteers of Florida. 
 She is survived by her son, Mark S. Childers of Naples; two grandchildren Scott A. 
Childers of Spring, TX and Kimberley E. Sterner of Fayetteville, NC; four great-grandchildren 
(Paige Childers, Christopher Childers, Taylor Sterner and Cody Sterner), and her sister 
Dorothy Stone of Chagrin Falls, OH. 
 Even with her exceptional intelligence, music and gifted arts abilities she was a kind, 
thoughtful, generous, gentle, selfless and loving person.  She was a special person and most 
of all an extraordinary human being.  She will be sadly missed by all that knew and 
appreciated her and most of all benefited from her generosity and example. 
 Source: St. Petersburg Times, Tampa Bay, Wednesday, November 4, 2009, p. 6B. 
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HOW DO I DO IT? 

By RUTH JEAN OSTLE 
 
 I'll bet you have questions about tactile graphics.  

It is sometimes very difficult to find answers to the points that plague us.  These are some 
questions that I have been asked at times. 
 
Q.  Ah, gee, do I hafta? 
A.  Yes, if you are referring to including a print illustration in your transcription.  We can't 
resort to the excuse "All pictures have been omitted", or that oldie "Ask the teacher". 
 
Q.  What about maps?  Doesn't everybody know what the U.S. map looks like, so why should 
I make one every time it appears in print? 
A. Maps are very important, even though rather tedious to make.  Duplicate maps rarely 
occur, so each map must be included, showing the particular features given in print.  
Sometimes a map will appear in a test section that duplicates one in the body of the text.  If 
the test section map appears in the same volume as the one in the text, you usually may 
insert a TN referring the reader to the correct page in that volume where the map may be 
found.  If the text map happens to be in a separate volume, (and it usually is) grit your teeth 
and make a duplicate map for the test question. 
 
Q.  When shall I use collage for a tactile graphic? 
A.  Most of the time.  Maps, basic animal shapes, graphs, plant and animal cells, wiring 
diagrams, chemistry set-ups may be simplified and shown by gluing different items onto 
braille paper to be labeled symbols of the structures you are showing. 
 
Q.  What items shall I glue on? 
A.  As few as possible.  Use textured cardboard, such as the heat sleeve from a Starbucks 
coffee cup, plain thin cardboard, crochet thread, sandpaper, points punched out of thin 
cardboard all work well.  Punches are available in a number of shapes and sizes to speed 
things up.  The most easily recognized points are a square and a circle.  Small triangles, a 
cross ( + ), and a star are very difficult to distinguish.  And forget about the punches that have 
spades, hearts, diamonds, and clubs to offer. 
 
Q.  How about pennies, beads, paper clips, etc.? 
A.  The shapes are fine but the textures are not.  Such items pop off the paper with great 
regularity and tend to wrinkle the Brailon when thermoformed.  And don't even think about 
using split peas, rice grains, spaghetti, or anything else perishable or edible.  They attract 
more bugs than readers. 
 
Q.  When should I use aluminum foil? (This is heavier foil than you get in the grocery store 
that is made especially for braille graphics.) 
A.  Whenever you have to show contours, areas of different color, or a figure so complex it 
would be difficult to be represented by a single, cut-out shape.  A skull or an entire skeleton 
answers that description.  A quill-full porcupine or a black-and-white panda are also 
adaptable to foil presentation.  I do not, however, recommend foil for maps or graphs, or for 
large, full-page illustrations.  Do not attempt to glue labels, or anything else, onto foil. 
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Q.  How should I edit a print picture for braille presentation? 
A.  Eliminate all but the essential features.  This includes the details that are easily 
recognized visually but just add clutter in braille.  A smiley face on a figure supposed to show 
muscles, pretty buttons and frills on jackets, window boxes and smoke coming out of the 
chimney on a house, background trees and multiple members in a herd of animals, should all 
be eliminated.  Show only the structures mentioned in the text. 
 
Q.  If an animal or person is shown making some movement, how do I show that? 
A.  Don't.  Imagine that animal or person in silhouette.  A silhouetted bird in flight would look 
like a cross.  A panda curled around a tree would be an amorphous lump.  Try to imagine 
how the subject would seem to the reader.  Whenever possible, show an animal standing 
still, in left profile. 
 
Q.  I already know all that stuff.  What about the questions you haven't answered? 
A.  Contact me at brjo@fbs.net, and we'll try to find an answer together. 

    

FROM THE DESK OF DONNA ROSS, FIMC-VI LIAISON 

The 2010 VAVF Conference was a huge success once again, with relevant, 
interesting, and informative session offerings.  Congratulations to all the conference planners 
and presenters for a job well done.   

Many of the attending transcribers seemed very pleased to have the opportunity to 
pick up some Braille Transcription training manuals and materials with the most current 
BANA updates that were provided by FIMC-VI.  There are still several manuals left for 
distribution:  Computer Braille Code Revised 2000, BANA  Braille Formats w/2007 Updates, 
and English Braille American Edition Revised 2002.  If interested in obtaining any of these 
materials, please email your request to dross@fimcvi.org and include name of the item, the 
number of copies desired, and the shipping address.  

Best wishes to all for an enjoyable summer.   Donna 
    

 
CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 

 
 Beginning with the 2011 VAVF Conference a workshop coordination committee will be 
looking for workshop ideas and presenters.   
 If you have a workshop you would like to present, please email either Mariann 
Witengier  at mizzwit@bellsouth.net  or Lynnette Taylor at dandltaylor@att.net.  We will need 
your suggestions by September for the conference planning meeting. 
 Ideas for workshops will be happily accepted, names for presenters will also be 
welcome. 
 The workshops can be on a variety of subjects.  A partial list would include literary 
braille, textbook formats, manuscripts, information for teachers and students, and computers. 
 Don’t let this list limit your imagination.  What would help you become a better 
transcriber, recorder, teacher, or student?  Who would inspire you to be better?  
 VAVF conferences are intended to be motivating and helpful.  We don’t want to get 
into a pattern of doing the same things over and over.  Help the Board and Skills Consultants 
do the best job that they can possibly do. 

    

 

mailto:brjo@fbs.net
http://us.mc1804.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=dross@fimcvi.org
mailto:mizzwit@bellsouth.net
mailto:dandltaylor@att.net
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VAVF 
BUSINESS MEETING 

3 MAY 2010 
 

Leon Pettersen called the meeting to order at 1:40 at the annual VAVF luncheon.  He 
 

¶ recognized the Board Members 

¶ named Linda Jacobson as the new Literary Skills Chair 

¶ asked for volunteers for the Duxbury Chair and the Digital Recording Chair 
 

Old Business 

¶ the minutes of the last meeting and treasurer’s report were not read 

¶ Peg Rogaski gave the scholarship report, the following people were selected for a total 
of $10,000.00 in scholarships 

1. 4 scholarships at $2,000.00 each 
2. 2 scholarships at $1,000.00 each 

¶ Eva Burris gave the membership report 
1. 4 new members 
2. 68 regular members 
3. 14 booster members 
4. 48 lifetime members 

¶ Donna Ross said that FIMC has purchased new Braille Formats, English Braille 
American Edition, Chemistry, Flow Chart,  and Computer Braille Code manuals for 
distribution 

¶ Leon Pettersen discussed the workshop coordinator idea and asked for ideas for 
workshops and presenters 

 
New Business 

¶ Brenda Berry resigned at President Elect 

¶ Audrey Shafer volunteered to act as President Elect 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 
 
Doug Hall gave an interesting talk following the business meeting on the pros and cons of 
guide dogs versus canes.  He also handed out a summary of when to retire guide dogs.   

    
 

THINGS I’VE LEARNED ALONG THE WAY 
By LYNNETTE TAYLOR 

 
 At the VAVF Conference this year, I discovered that if you give transcribers the 
slightest encouragement they will format textbooks with imagination tempered with sound 
judgment.  
 Braille Formats rules are guidelines to good formatting, not rules written in stone.  No 
one could ever write rules governing every publisher’s flights of fancy.  Moreover, print has 
infinite possibilities for design that cannot be conveyed with 6 dots, 40 cells, and 25 lines. 
 I think Doug Hall called it intelligent disobedience.  Here are a couple of examples. 
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Several people in the Transcriber’s Challenge workshop brailled the blue Biological Hazards 
as a cell-5 heading and the black Biological hazards as a paragraph heading. It makes sense 
and works well. 
 

 
 
 Everyone agreed that the normal format for the words Food, Acidity, etc. [Sample 1] 
was unwieldly and unreadable.  The alternative format [Sample 2] is clear and easy to read. 
 
Proofreading 
 I’ve learned that speed is bad when brailling.  Speed of initial brailling might be fine, 
but then the proofing should be extra thorough.  Some of the easy to do errors are 
contractions done backwards (q for er for example), missing capitalization indicators, and 
missing ending italics indicators. 
 
Diacritics 
 It is easy to get into the flow of doing diacritics when you have the special symbols 
written on a cheat sheet and don’t have to flip through Formats to find them.  Just print them 
off and tape them to the front of your manual. 
 

^  breve ă ĕ ĭ ŏ ŭ        0  cedilla ç 

6  circumflex â ê î     4  cross or underbar ħ t 

8  ligatures æ œ         _  macron ā ē ī ō ū  

1  overdot  ė ċ            "    tilde  ã ĩ ũ 

2  dieresis  ä ë ï ö         >  acute á 

<  grave à                   5    schwa Ƽ 

/  / primary               *  \ secondary stress 

 

Sample 2 

.;, F ,FOOD  

. ; ,A ,ACID;Y  

.;,T ,TEMP]ATURE  

 

Sample 1 

.,F,'OOD  

 

Some of these are rare in 
English, such as the cedilla and 
the tilde, so modify the list for 
your needs.  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD OF VAVF, INC. 
 
President: Leon Pettersen, PO Box 1061, Live Oak 32064-1061, 386-364-1061, e-mail: 

wlvo@windstream.net  
 

Past-President: Pat Gray, 3344 Sanctuary Blvd., Jacksonville Beach 32250-2573, 904-247-6583,  
    e-mail: irishpgray@yahoo.com  

 

President Elect:  Audrey Shafer, 6286 - 23rd Terrace, N., St. Petersburg 33710-4114, 727-347-2843,
 e-mail: shaferre@verizon.net 

 

Vice President of Membership:  Eva Burris, 3511 Hidden Lake Dr., Jacksonville 32216-6300, 
904-448-8073, e-mail: evanburris@aol.com 

 

Secretary: Lynnette Taylor, 1423 Marlee Rd, Switzerland 32259-8847, 904-287-1275, e-mail: 
dandltaylor@att.net 

 

Treasurer: Arlene Jensen, 6425 Streamport Dr., Orlando 32822-3066, 407-925-2388, e-mail:  
arlenejen@aol.com   

 

Board Member:  Susie Coleman, (VAVF Newsletter Editor) 1826 Bartram Circle W, Jacksonville 
32207-2294, 904-725-2427, e-mail: susierc1950@att.net 

 

Board Member:  Peg Rogaski (Scholarship Chairman), 1145 S. Marsh Wind Way, Ponte Vedra Beach 
32082-6508, 904-825-9959, e-mail: progaski@comcast.net 

 

Board Member:  Linda Bero, 3609 46th Plaza East, Bradenton 34203-3954, 941-739-1436,  
 e-mail: LindaDB3828@verizon.net 
 

Board Member:  Sandi Driben, 1560 Mandarin Point Lane, S., Jacksonville 32223-1781, 904-
260-6143, e-mail:  sandibrl@bellsouth.net 

 

Board Member: Doug Hall, 1405 Edgewater Rd, Daytona Beach 32114-5859, 800-741-3826,  
 e-mail: doug.hall@dbs.fldoe.org  
 
Board Member:  Ronee Hudson, 1187 Dunn Ave., Daytona Beach 32114-2403, 386-253-8879,  
 e-mail: rhudson@cvicentralflorida.org  
 
Board Member: Joyce Hull, 751 Seminole Woods Blvd., Geneva 32732, 407-349-5059, e-mail: 

jhull@fbs.net 
 
Board Member: Florence Mathiesen, 6097 Blueberry Ln., Crestview 32536-7142, 850-682-7750,

 e-mail:  fjmat@cox.net 
 
Board Member:  Janet Nullet, 42 Village Del Lago Circle, St. Augustine 32080-2527, 904-461-0255,  
 e-mail: jan4sunfun@aol.com 
 
Board Member:  Meg Wagner, 8444 35th Ave N, St. Petersburg 33710-1010, 727-347-9836, e-mail: 

brlwagner@aol.com  
 
Board Member: Mariann Witengier, 2900 Harriet Drive, Orlando, Florida 32812-5814, 407-894-8130,  

e-mail: mizzwit@bellsouth.net 
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Liaison: Donna Ross, Coordinator Volunteer Services, Florida Instructional Materials Center for 
the Visually Impaired, 4210 West Bay Villa, Tampa 33611-1206, 800-282-9193,  

 e-mail: dross@fimcvi.org  
 
Liaison: Edward Hudson, Director, Orientation and Adjustment Center, 1111 Willis Avenue, 

Daytona Beach 32114, 800-741-3826 Ex 3828, e-mail: 
Edward.Hudson@dbs.fldoe.org 

 

VAVF SKILLS CONSULTANTS  
 
Computer (IBM): 
*  BRAILLE2000 (Scanning): 

Janet Nullet, 42 Village Del Lago Circle, St. Augustine 32080-2527, 904-461-0255, e-mail: 
jan4sunfun@aol.com 

* BRAILLE2000 (Direct Entry): 
Florence Mathiesen, 6097 Blueberry Ln, Crestview 32536-7142, 850-682-7750, e-mail:   
fjmat@cox.net 

*COMPUTER ASSISTED TACTILES: 
Susie Coleman, 1826 Bartram Circle, W., Jacksonville 32207-2294, 904-725-2427, e-mail: 
susierc1950@att.net 

*  ED-IT PC  
Meg Wagner, 8444 35th Ave N, St. Petersburg 33710-1010, 727-347-9836, e-mail: 
brlwagner@aol.com 

 
Educational Services:  Sandi Driben, 1560 Mandarin Point Lane S, Jacksonville 32223-1781, 904-

260-6143, e-mail:  sandibrl@bellsouth.net 
 
Foreign Language:  Vilma Spector, 120 Linn Street, Ithaca, NY 14850-3715, 607-273-0826, e-mail: 

vilgil@verizon.net 
 
Literary:  Linda Jacobson, 2915 Circle Ridge Rd, Orange Park, 32065-5759, 904-272-8405, e-mail 

jacobsli@bellsouth.net 
 
Math (Nemeth Code):  Joanne Baldwin, 4365 Angie Drive, Tucker, GA 30084-3618, 770-723-0471, 

e-mail: jbaldwin.3@juno.com 
 
Tactile Graphics:  Ruth Jean Ostle, 1174 Winged Foot Cir E, Winter Springs 32708-4202,  

407-365-7874, e-mail: brjo@fbs.net 
 
Digital Recording:  Donna Ross, Coordinator Volunteer Services, FL Instructional Materials Center 

for the Visually Impaired, 4210 West Bay Villa, Tampa 33611-1206, 800-282-9193 or 813-837-
7813, e-mail: dross@fimcvi.org 

 
Textbook:  Lynnette Taylor, 1423 Marlee Rd, Switzerland 32259-8847, 904-287-1275, e-mail: 

dandltaylor@att.net 
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CONTRIBUTION (Memorial Scholarship Fund) 
 
Name:               

Address:               

City/State/Zip:              

Amount:  $     payable to VAVF, Inc.  In memory/honor of:       

Send to:  Arlene Jensen, Treasurer, 6425 Streamport Dr., Orlando, FL 32822-3066.  If there is a 

special occasion, such as a birthday or anniversary, or if the contribution is in memory/honor of, 

please fill in the information below and a card will be sent to the family of/honoree, with your brief 

message. 

Name:               

Address:               

City/State/Zip:              

Occasion/Brief Message:             

              
 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 

 
Membership in VAVF is based on the calendar year--January-December.  If you wish to join the 

statewide organization, please fill in the categories shown below on the membership application form 

and send it to Arlene Jensen, Treasurer, 6425 Streamport Dr., Orlando, FL 32822-3066. 

Name:               

Address:               

City/State/Zip:              

E-mail:         Phone:         

My specialties are:   (Certification Year or  √  if working in but not certified in:   ) 
BRAILLE: Literary:     Textbook:      Translation Typing:      

Nemeth:      Music:      Foreign Language:      
RECORDING:     GRAPHICS:      
LARGE TYPE:       OTHER:      
 
I need:  braille     large print    . 
 
FEES: $15.00 Regular Membership     
 $20.00 Booster Membership     
 $5.00 Associate Membership (spouse or other family members who accompany 
   braillists/tapists/other media users to conferences)    

$150.00 Lifetime Membership (may be paid in installments over 3 years)     
Indicate total amount paid:  $    payable to VAVF, Inc. 
 

MOVING?  If so, please notify your Membership Chairman, Eva Burris, 904-448-8073, email: 
evanburris@aol.com, so that you do not miss a single copy of the VAVF Newsletter.  This 

publication can only be delivered as addressed.  Bulk Mail cannot be forwarded. 


